
Calendar of Events 

• Sunday, November 15th

9 am - Worship Service
10:15 am - Sunday School 
11 am – Connection Worship
Noon – Confirmation Class 

• Monday, November 16th

9 am – Care Team 
10 am – Advent Study at Pastor 
Annelle’s Home 

• Tuesday, November 17th

9 am – Quilters

• Wednesday, November 18th

10 am – UWF Meeting 
4:45 pm – Praise Team 
5 pm - Advent  Study
6 pm - Bell Choir 
7 pm – Chancel Choir 

• Sunday, November 22nd

10 am – Franny Crosby Service

Contact the VSUMC Church Office at 217-222-7468 or office@vsumc.org

Building the Community,
One light at a Time. 

Sunday Worship  
Worship Service:
 9 am and 11 am 

Scripture:

Matthew 6:25-34
Message:

“ Don’t Worry ‘Bout a Thing”

Graduation Party!
Elise Lindgren will be having her graduation open house here at 
Vermont Street UMC. On Sunday, May 24th, from 1-3 pm in Café 
Vermont. Everyone is invited! We hope to see you there!

Sunday Information: 
Sunday, October 18th 

9 am Ushers:
Tim Dennis & Jim Worrell 
11 am Ushers: 
Justin & Nathalie Messan 
Gathering Space Host:
Maxine Paluska

Name Tags
Please wear your name tags! If 
you need a new one, please let 
the Church office know! 

Attention: All VSUMC Teachers 
and Child Care Workers
• Our preschool sale is ready, and we want you to be the 

first to go through.
• All VSUMC teachers and childcare workers get $5 off for 

every $25 spent 
• Contact Ian Mehaffy in the finance office ASAP to set up 

a time to go through the sale. 
• Crafts, books, educational material, school supplies, 

toys, furniture, playsets, and more! 

Share the Love – Food Pantries
Please help us continue sharing God's love,
 along with food and hygiene supplies, 
with our friends and neighbors by
taking 1-2 items from the shelves
outside the office and placing them
 in our mini-pantries. 
These are purchased with
 Your financial donations.
 Thank you for being so supportive! 

When shopping, remember that school is out for the summer!

College Student Information 
Help the church family stay in touch with our college 
students. If you have someone in your family starting this 
exciting chapter of their lives or continuing the journey, 
please make sure we have their new address and information 
so we can continue to support them.

Confirmation Class
We will be having a confirmation class this fall. This is for 
young people to consider the faith they have been taught, 
claim it for themselves, and take on the joys and 
opportunities of church membership. The class will be open 
to youth from grades six and up.
 Please contact Pastor Rachel if you are interested. 

Greeter Information 
If you have shown interest in being a greeter for either 
For the 9 am or 11 am Worship Service, please email the church 
office at Office@VSUMC.org or call Christina at the office at                               
217-222-7468 with the dates and the time you’d like to be a greeter.  

Ruth Bennett’s Service Information
Ruth Bennett’s Service Information: 

Visitation: Friday, September 25th  from 4:00 pm – 7:00 pm
At Vermont Street United Methodist Church 

Service: Saturday, September 26th, at 11:00 am
 Vermont Street United Methodist Church 

Link to Ruth’s Obituary  
https://www.hansenspear.com/obituaries/Ruth-E-

Bennett?obId=49663344&utm_source=copy+url&utm_medium=refer
ral&utm_campaign=obituary-share&utm_content=copy+url

Sleep in Heavenly Peace 
Build and Bedding Donations

Build a Bed / Sleep in Heavenly Peace will be held this Saturday,
October 17th in the Melrose UMC parking lot.
Sanding begins at 8 am, the Build starts at 9 am and Volunteers 
are welcome at any time.

We are collecting twin bedding donations outside of the 
chapel.

             

\

Sign up here! 
Donations needed: 

Pillows                                 
Comforters or a Bed in a Bag

Twin sheet sets                 
 Mattress Protectors

 

Confirmation Class
This is for young people to consider the faith they have been 
taught, claim it for themselves, and take on the joys and 
opportunities of church membership. The class will be open to 
youth from grades six and up. Please contact pastor Rachel if 
you are interested. 

“Light of the World” Bible Study 
Light of the World Bible Study—Celebrating Advent Before Advent!                                   

Four Weeks of Lively Learning Beginning November 2nd, 10:00 A.M.

Christmas—we all know the story backwards and forwards—or 
do we? Join Pastor Annelle as she leads us through the Light of 
the World, by renowned author, professor, and Biblical scholar 
Amy-Jill Levine. 
    We’ll have a great time discussing these questions and more 
on four consecutive Mondays beginning on November 2nd at 
10:00 A.M. at the home of Pastor Annelle and Larry Ruemmler, 
2110 Aldo Boulevard. Each session will be one hour in length, 
but Larry and Annelle invite you to continue the discussion over 
a light lunch (which will no doubt include something chocolate) 
at their home. 

   The study will conclude one week before the start of Advent, 
so we will be ready to begin celebrating this important season! 
Sign up in the church gathering area outside the sanctuary or 
contact the church office to become a part of this new way of 
looking at the Christmas story. 

Copies of Light of the World are currently available in the church 
office and can be purchased for $20.00. 

Flowers of the Month: 
November

November Flowers are:
 Chrysanthemums 

 and Peonies

“Light of the World” Bible Study

Our first Advent study begins this week! Monday at 10:00 
A.M. at the home of Pastor Annelle and Larry Ruemmler, 2110 
Aldo Boulevard. Our Study will be based on Light of the 
World, which can be purchased for $20.00. 

Come to study! Stay for Lunch! 

2027 Flower Chart
The flower chart for 2027 is now available on the bulletin 
board near the sanctuary.
If you would like to provide flowers for worship, please sign 
up on the appropriate date.  
I will contact you the week before to verify the details.  

Thank you to all who provided flowers in 2026.  It truly 
enhances the worship experience. 

Marian Sorenson

VERMONT STREET UMC TO HOST:
 FANNY CROSBY

DURING A SPECIAL COMBINED SERVICE

We are excited to announce that Fanny Crosby, prolific hymn 
writer and composer of many songs found in our United 
Methodist hymnal, will visit Vermont Street on November 22, 
2026, at 10:00 AM.  Ms. Crosby will share her own, personal 
story with us as she reveals how she overcame blindness to 
become a world renowned composer. 
What a great Sunday to invite a friend as we celebrate the 
incredible life and enduring hymns of this remarkable woman!  
Fanny Crosby’s blind faith and poetic heart continue to inspire 
generations of believers around the world. 

See you on NOVEMBER 22ND, ONE SERVICE, AT 10:00 A.M.

10 AM Worship 
Service 
On Sunday, November 22nd  
there will be only one joint 
worship service at 10 am.

Advent Study 
Next week, we will shift to Advent Study on Wednesday 
evenings. 

Advent Study 
Advent study will begin on 
November 18th . We will be reading 
                       
  Christmas Is Not Your Birthday
                                     

  By Mike Slaughter 

        Copies are $20.00
 and are available from Pastor Rachel

                                 We hope to see you there!

https://www.hansenspear.com/obituaries/Ruth-E-Bennett?obId=49663344&utm_source=copy+url&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=obituary-share&utm_content=copy+url
https://www.hansenspear.com/obituaries/Ruth-E-Bennett?obId=49663344&utm_source=copy+url&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=obituary-share&utm_content=copy+url
https://www.hansenspear.com/obituaries/Ruth-E-Bennett?obId=49663344&utm_source=copy+url&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=obituary-share&utm_content=copy+url
https://www.hansenspear.com/obituaries/Ruth-E-Bennett?obId=49663344&utm_source=copy+url&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=obituary-share&utm_content=copy+url
https://www.hansenspear.com/obituaries/Ruth-E-Bennett?obId=49663344&utm_source=copy+url&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=obituary-share&utm_content=copy+url
https://www.hansenspear.com/obituaries/Ruth-E-Bennett?obId=49663344&utm_source=copy+url&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=obituary-share&utm_content=copy+url
https://www.hansenspear.com/obituaries/Ruth-E-Bennett?obId=49663344&utm_source=copy+url&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=obituary-share&utm_content=copy+url
https://www.hansenspear.com/obituaries/Ruth-E-Bennett?obId=49663344&utm_source=copy+url&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=obituary-share&utm_content=copy+url


June Birthdays

5 Phoebe Fierge

10 Wyverne Penn

12 Wes Lindgren

12 Linda Groves

16 Justin Barnes

17 John Groves

21 Beth Buckley

22 Ezra Gittings

24 Steven Prater 

26 Vi Smoot

28 Kent Stevenson

28 Suzi Duker

29 Kim Larson

29 Lee Hanlin

30 Ramona Larner

31 Stephanie Alvord 

June Anniversaries 
5/14/ 2016 Luke & Emily Gittings

5/23/1986 John & Linda Groves

Contact the VSUMC Church Office at 217-222-7468 or office@vsumc.org 

Building the Community,
One light at a Time. 

Neighborhood Cookout 
Sunday, May 31st, from  5-7 pm, we will be having a 
cookout on the east parking lot for our neighborhood 
Family.  Everyone is invited. 

Greeter Information 
If you have shown interest in being a greeter for either 
For the 9 am or 11 am Worship Service, please email the church 
office at Office@VSUMC.org or call Christina at the office at                               
217-222-7468 with the dates and the time you’d like to be a greeter.  

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE UPDATE:
Thanks to the generosity of this congregation, we are nearing our 
goal of $2,700 to purchase building supplies for Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace.  There are already 35 beds requested from our area, and 
each bed costs $200 to build.  Our current total collected is 
$2,022.48, so we are almost there.  Please consider donating by 
dropping a check, cash, or change into the donation bucket located 

outside the Sanctuary.

Back to School Backpacks Collection
The annual Back to School Fair at Iles Elementary is to be held on 

August 1, 2026, at Iles Elementary from 8 am to 11 am.
 Our help is needed in providing school supplies and backpacks for Jr and Sr 
High students.  Below is the list of school supplies needed.  The deadline for 
bringing items to church is July 21.  Our Missions and Health Team will be 
purchasing the backpacks once we know how many we need.  You may also 
contribute towards the purchase of backpacks; just make sure your donation is 
clearly marked.

 Junior High/High School
·   2 binders (3”)

·  10 mechanical or wooden pencils (#2) 
· 6 blue or black pens 

· 3 composition notebooks 
·  3 two-pocket folders 

· 2 wide-tip dry-erase markers 
· (Expo brand preferred.) 

· 1 pack of Crayola colored pencils 
· 1 pack of loose-leaf paper 
·  1 zippered pencil pouch 

·  Corded headphones/earbuds
We are taking cash donations for backpacks

Please do not purchase individual boxes of Kleenex/facial tissues for backpacks 
this year. The United Way will be providing these to all Back-to-School Help Fair 

participants.  Thank you!

Upcoming 
Dates
June 28 
– Children and Youth Picnic

July 12 
– Swim Party

July 19
 -  Neighborhood Dinner

Aug 9 
- Blessing of the Backpacks

Sept 13
 - Grandparents’ Day

Confirmation Class
We will be having a confirmation class this fall. This is for young 
people to consider the faith they have been taught, claim it for 
themselves, and take on the joys and opportunities of church 
membership. The class will be open to youth from grades six and up. 
Please contact pastor Rachel if you are interested. 

November 
Birthdays

November 
Anniversaries 

Gathering Space Hosts 
We owe a huge thanks to the following 

Gathering Place Hosts for the past year:

 Beth Buckley,  Mark / Pat Davis, Carol Gilliland,
 Charlie & Fae Jones, Chris & Kim Larson,  

Maxine Paluska, Esther Strosaker, 
and Alan & Judy VanDeBoe. 

This faithful group has filled a special volunteer 
spot that we all enjoy on Sunday mornings.

Now it is time to fill a new schedule for a year
 that will begin in September.  

As of now, we do not have enough people to fill 52 weeks, so 
please consider talking with Suzi Duker or any current servers to 

find out just how easy this task is!  

Typically, people have worked 4-5 Sundays a year, and the group 
is very good about trading days when conflicts arise.  You do not 
have to provide anything; just set up before 10:00 and clean up 

at 11:00.  Often, two friends work together to fill a slot.
Please consider joining this mission.  

You are needed if we are to continue as we currently do.  
Thanks in advance!

United Women of Faith News 
On Wednesday, October 28th, VSUMC UWF will vote on 
whether to continue affiliation with IGRC West District or to 
become a local women’s group without required officers, 
funding, and travel. With decreased membership and 
fewer actively engaged UWF ladies, we have discussed 
disaffiliation and reorganization.

Many wish to continue as we have successfully for decades, 
but not many are willing to assume a leadership position. 
We have also discussed how best to continue church-related 
support for funeral luncheons, receptions, and kitchen 
oversight. Your thoughts are appreciated.

Confirmation Class
A confirmation class will start on October 4th at Noon on Sundays this 

fall.  We will not meet on Sunday, October 11th, 
due to the Charge Conference.

This is for young people to consider the faith they have been taught, 
claim it for themselves, and take on the joys and opportunities of 
church membership. The class will be open to youth from grades six 
and up. Please contact pastor Rachel if you are interested. 

Sunday Information: 
Sunday, November 
15th 
9 am Ushers:
David Brown & 
David Lewis
11 am Ushers: 
Justin & Nathalie 
Messan
Gathering Space Host:
Emily & Terry Lepper

“Light of the World” Bible Study 
Light of the World Bible Study—Celebrating Advent Before Advent!                                   

Four Weeks of Lively Learning Beginning November 2nd, 10:00 A.M.

Christmas—we all know the story backwards and forwards—or 
do we? Join Pastor Annelle as she leads us through the Light of 
the World, by renowned author, professor, and Biblical scholar 
Amy-Jill Levine. 
    We’ll have a great time discussing these questions and more 
on four consecutive Mondays beginning on November 2nd at 
10:00 A.M. at the home of Pastor Annelle and Larry Ruemmler, 
2110 Aldo Boulevard. Each session will be one hour in length, 
but Larry and Annelle invite you to continue the discussion over 
a light lunch (which will no doubt include something chocolate) 
at their home. 

   The study will conclude one week before the start of Advent, 
so we will be ready to begin celebrating this important season! 
Sign up in the church gathering area outside the sanctuary or 
contact the church office to become a part of this new way of 
looking at the Christmas story. 

Copies of Light of the World are currently available in the church 
office and can be purchased for $20.00. 

End-of-October giving statements 
As the year ends, here is important information about giving 

and year-end giving statements. If no giving statement came 
with your 2027 pledge card, VSUMC has no recorded giving 
from you as of 10/26/26. If you believe this is an error, please 
call the finance office as soon as possible. 

• Planning a retirement account distribution? Call your 
financial advisor TODAY. These checks can take up to a 
month to process. 

o To maximize your giving, see the IGRC Year-End 
Giving pamphlets for direct stock giving options, 
located in the gathering space.

• All 2026 giving must reach the finance office by 12 pm on 
12/31/2026 to count toward 2026. 
o If you believe your donation will not be received by 

12/31/2026, contact the finance office as soon as 
possible to find a solution. I cannot retroactively add 
donations. 

• If you pledged in 2026, only weekly (EOG) giving counts 
toward your pledge. Other giving (memorials, food pantry, 
special Sundays, etc.) does not, but all giving is tax-
deductible.

• Updated giving statements are available anytime by email 
or mail upon request.

Thank you, and please reach out with any questions,
Ian 
BusinessOffice@VSUMC.org 

Love Packages
Love Packages is an organization that distributes donated 
Christian materials all over the world and you don't have to 
purchase a thing.  Go through your shelves and if you have 
acceptable Christian materials you no longer want, drop them 
in the donation bin outside the Chapel through January 31st, 
2027, and the Mission Team will get them to Love 
Packages.  They accept "Something that will lead someone to 
faith in Christ and/or something that will disciple a 
believer."  Specifically: Bibles, all translations (new or used); 
Dictionaries, Bible Dictionaries, Concordance, Commentaries; 
non-fiction Christian books (adult or children); Devotionals or 
magazines from a Christian publisher; Sunday School materials; 
CDs, DVDs, BluRay music or movies; Tracts; Puppets, Bible 
Games or Biblical Puzzles for children.  They do NOT accept: 
VHS/Tapes/Records or 8-Track; Guideposts or 
Missions magazines; Handiwork or Busy work from Sunday 

School.

2 Larry Embree

6 Debbi Taylor

7 Nathale Keirn

9 Sheila Stevenson

12 Greta Read

13 Marvin Kerber

13 JD Speak

13 Allison Hayden

21 John Kissick

25 Lollie Johnson 

28 Don Altheide

28 Lou Quintero Sr.

12

Barney Bier 
& Debra Wellborn
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