
Calendar of Events 

• Sunday, August 23rd

9 am - Worship Service
10:15 am - Sunday School 
11 am – Connection Worship

• Monday, August 24th

9 am – 4 pm Clergy Consultations  

9 am – Care Team

• Tuesday, August 25th

9:30 am Quilters

• Wednesday, August 26th

7 pm – Chancel Choir

• Thursday, August 27th

4:45 pm – Praise Team 

• Sunday, August 30th

9 am - Worship Service
10:15 am - Sunday School 
11 am – Connection Worship
5-7 pm – Neighborhood Meal 

Contact the VSUMC Church Office at 217-222-7468 or office@vsumc.org

Building the Community,
One light at a Time. 

Sunday Worship  
Worship Service:
 9 am and 11 am 

Scripture:
Matthew 14: 22-33

Message:
“Jesus, IF it’s You” 

Graduation Party!
Elise Lindgren will be having her graduation open house here at 
Vermont Street UMC. On Sunday, May 24th, from 1-3 pm in Café 
Vermont. Everyone is invited! We hope to see you there!

Sunday Information: 
Sunday, August 23rd 

9 am Ushers:
 Brad Billings & John Staff

 

11 am Ushers:
Maxine Paluska 

Gathering Space Host:
Charlie & Fae Jones

Name Tags
Please wear your nametags! If 
you need a new one, please let 
the Church office know! 

Attention: All VSUMC Teachers 
and Child Care Workers
• Our preschool sale is ready, and we want you to be the 

first to go through.
• All VSUMC teachers and childcare workers get $5 off for 

every $25 spent 
• Contact Ian Mehaffy in the finance office ASAP to set up 

a time to go through the sale. 
• Crafts, books, educational material, school supplies, 

toys, furniture, playsets, and more! 

Share the Love – Food Pantries
Please help us continue sharing God's love,
 along with food and hygiene supplies, 
with our friends and neighbors by
taking 1-2 items from the shelves
outside the office and placing them
 in our mini-pantries. 
These are purchased with
 Your financial donations.
 Thank you for being so supportive! 

When shopping, remember that school is out for the summer!

Neighborhood 
Dinner
Sunday, August 30th

from 5- 7 p.m. 
We will be having a dinner in 
the east parking lot for our 
neighborhood Family.  

Everyone is invited!

Flower of the Month: 
August

August Flowers are:
 Poppies and Gladiolas 

Staff

Pastor Rachel will be away from 8/10 – 8/25.
Contact the church office or Pastor Annelle with any 
needs. Thank you.

Cards & Well Wishes
This Sunday, August 9th is our amazing interns last day with 
us. Sandra has been such a blessing to have with us this 
summer. We will have a basket in the Gathering Space for any 
cards or well wishes.  Thank you, Sandra, for all that you have 
done for Vermont Street United Methodist Church.  We will 
miss you! 

College Student Information 
Help the church family stay in touch with our college 
students. If you have someone in your family starting this 
exciting chapter of their lives or continuing the journey, 
please make sure we have their new address and information 
so we can continue to support them.

Confirmation Class
We will be having a confirmation class this fall. This is for 
young people to consider the faith they have been taught, 
claim it for themselves, and take on the joys and 
opportunities of church membership. The class will be open 
to youth from grades six and up.
 Please contact Pastor Rachel if you are interested. 

Rivers of Life Clergy Band Concert 

Rivers of Life Clergy Band Concert to Benefit
Sleep in Heavenly Peace on October 4th.

Mark your calendars to enjoy an evening of great music while 
supporting an equally great cause! Vermont Street UMC 
proudly presents the Rivers of Life  Clergy Band in concert on 
Sunday, October 2nd at 6 PM. Proceeds from this concert will 
be donated to Sleep In Heavenly Peace, the charity that builds 
beds for children who have no beds. 

The Rivers of Life Clergy Band has been presenting benefit 
concerts throughout the state of Illinois for the past 18 years. 
Composed of five Methodist pastors, the Band presents a 
varied mix of Christian music which includes contemporary,   
gospel, and hymns. Members of the group include Vermont 
Street’s own Pastor Annelle along with Dan Perry, Joe 
Scheets, Tim Pate, and Mark Doane. 

Join us for a lively, fun-filled evening of music and, oh yes, 
bring along your checkbook to help build some beds for 
deserving children! 

Carl Rylander’s Funeral Information
Visitation
Friday, August 21, 2026, from 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM
Vermont Street United Methodist Church
Service
Friday, August 21, 2026, 11:00 AM at Vermont Street UMC 



June Birthdays

5 Phoebe Fierge

10 Wyverne Penn

12 Wes Lindgren

12 Linda Groves

16 Justin Barnes

17 John Groves

21 Beth Buckley

22 Ezra Gittings

24 Steven Prater 

26 Vi Smoot

28 Kent Stevenson

28 Suzi Duker

29 Kim Larson

29 Lee Hanlin

30 Ramona Larner

31 Stephanie Alvord 

June Anniversaries 
5/14/ 2016 Luke & Emily Gittings

5/23/1986 John & Linda Groves

Contact the VSUMC Church Office at 217-222-7468 or office@vsumc.org 

Building the Community,
One light at a Time. 

Neighborhood Cookout 
Sunday, May 31st, from  5-7 pm, we will be having a 
cookout on the east parking lot for our neighborhood 
Family.  Everyone is invited. 

Greeter Information 
If you have shown interest in being a greeter for either 
For the 9 am or 11 am Worship Service, please email the church 
office at Office@VSUMC.org or call Christina at the office at                               
217-222-7468 with the dates and the time you’d like to be a greeter.  

SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE UPDATE:
Thanks to the generosity of this congregation, we are nearing our 
goal of $2,700 to purchase building supplies for Sleep in Heavenly 
Peace.  There are already 35 beds requested from our area, and 
each bed costs $200 to build.  Our current total collected is 
$2,022.48, so we are almost there.  Please consider donating by 
dropping a check, cash, or change into the donation bucket located 

outside the Sanctuary.

Share the Love – Food Pantries
Please help us continue sharing God's love,
 along with food and hygiene supplies, 
with our friends and neighbors by
taking 1-2 items from the shelves
outside the office and placing them
 in our mini-pantries. 
These are purchased with
 Your financial donations.
 Thank you for being so supportive! 

When shopping, remember that school is out for the summer!

Back to School Backpacks Collection
The annual Back to School Fair at Iles Elementary is to be held on 

August 1, 2026, at Iles Elementary from 8 am to 11 am.
 Our help is needed in providing school supplies and backpacks for Jr and Sr 
High students.  Below is the list of school supplies needed.  The deadline for 
bringing items to church is July 21.  Our Missions and Health Team will be 
purchasing the backpacks once we know how many we need.  You may also 
contribute towards the purchase of backpacks; just make sure your donation is 
clearly marked.

 Junior High/High School
·   2 binders (3”)

·  10 mechanical or wooden pencils (#2) 
· 6 blue or black pens 

· 3 composition notebooks 
·  3 two-pocket folders 

· 2 wide-tip dry-erase markers 
· (Expo brand preferred.) 

· 1 pack of Crayola colored pencils 
· 1 pack of loose-leaf paper 
·  1 zippered pencil pouch 

·  Corded headphones/earbuds
We are taking cash donations for backpacks

Please do not purchase individual boxes of Kleenex/facial tissues for backpacks 
this year. The United Way will be providing these to all Back-to-School Help Fair 

participants.  Thank you!

Upcoming 
Dates
June 28 
– Children and Youth Picnic

July 12 
– Swim Party

July 19
 -  Neighborhood Dinner

Aug 9 
- Blessing of the Backpacks

Sept 13
 - Grandparents’ Day

Calling all Grandparents, Parents,
& Teachers 
After many years, Bright Start Ministries has closed its doors, 
leaving behind a treasure trove of books, activities, supplies, 
furniture, and so much more. We would love to see these 
amazing learning resources be given a second chance. If you are 
interested, don't hesitate to contact the church office to set up a 
time to come shop. Tell your friends!

Confirmation Class
We will be having a confirmation class this fall. This is for young 
people to consider the faith they have been taught, claim it for 
themselves, and take on the joys and opportunities of church 
membership. The class will be open to youth from grades six 
and up. Please contact pastor Rachel if you are interested. 

Flower of the 
Month: August

August Flowers are:
 Poppies and Gladiolas

4 Don & Sue Altheide
14 Hubert & Debbie Staff
15 Brad & Bonnie Billings

17 Wyverne & Bernita Penn
21 John & Candy Scott
26 John & Rhonda Basinger
29 Bill & Linda Dean 

16 Shirley Tode
16 Nadya Hayth
17 Andrew Sloan
18 Ron Howell
21 John Duker
27 Randy Fierge

2 Emma Staff
4 Chris Hyslop
6 Jessica Koscielski
6 Esther Strosaker

7 Barbra Fry

8 Donald Smith

8 Darrin Fierge 

9 Boniface Messan

11 Andrew Brown

12 Jan Quintero 
12 Gwynn Eadie
14 Leah Hanlin

August Birthdays

August 
Anniversaries 

Gathering Space Hosts 
We owe a huge thanks to the following 

Gathering Place Hosts for the past year:

 Beth Buckley,  Mark / Pat Davis, Carol Gilliland,
 Charlie & Fae Jones, Chris & Kim Larson,  

Maxine Paluska, Esther Strosaker, 
and Alan & Judy VanDeBoe. 

This faithful group has filled a special volunteer 
spot that we all enjoy on Sunday mornings.

Now it is time to fill a new schedule for a year
 that will begin in September.  

As of now, we do not have enough people to fill 52 weeks, so 
please consider talking with Suzi Duker or any current servers to 

find out just how easy this task is!  

Typically, people have worked 4-5 Sundays a year, and the group 
is very good about trading days when conflicts arise.  You do not 
have to provide anything; just set up before 10:00 and clean up 

at 11:00.  Often, two friends work together to fill a slot.
Please consider joining this mission.  

You are needed if we are to continue as we currently do.  
Thanks in advance!

Rivers of Life Clergy Band Concert 

Rivers of Life Clergy Band Concert to Benefit
Sleep in Heavenly Peace On October 2nd

Mark your calendars to enjoy an evening of great music while 
supporting an equally great cause! Vermont Street UMC proudly 
presents the Rivers of Life  Clergy Band in concert on Sunday, 
October 2nd at 6 PM. Proceeds from this concert will be donated to 
Sleep In Heavenly Peace, the charity that builds beds for children 
who have no beds. 

The Rivers of Life Clergy Band has been presenting benefit concerts 
throughout the state of Illinois for the past 18 years. Composed of 
five Methodist pastors, the Band presents a varied mix of Christian 
music which includes contemporary,   gospel, and hymns. Members 
of the group include Vermont Street’s own Pastor Annelle along 
with Dan Perry, Joe Scheets, Tim Pate, and Mark Doane. 

Join us for a lively, fun-filled evening of music and, oh yes, bring 
along your checkbook to help build some beds for deserving 
children! 
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