
A Young boy was at the kitchen table with his crayons and pencils. 

Mom walked in and asked him what he was working on. He said,  

ñI am drawing a picture of God.ò  She said, ñThat is great but of 

course no one really knows what God looks like.ò He said: ñThey  

will when I get finished.ò 

 

For centuries, amateur and professional artists have attempted to 

capture Godôs personality with everything from pencils and crayons 

to oil paint and canvas. This has particularly been the case with  

attempting to capture the life of Jesus of Nazareth.   While no single 

individual can perfectly portray Jesus, perhaps he himself has  

provided enough significant details in his words to give us a general 

view. In his book, Autobiography of Jesus, Leslie Weatherhead has 

gathered several of Jesusô ñI Amò sayings to help create a portrait.    

 

The attempt to know and understand the person of Jesus is central to 

the Alpha Course. You have been hearing about that for weeks. On 

Sunday, January 15, we began our first Alpha at Vermont Street 

Church. The response has been phenomenal.  We now have 10 groups 

of adults who will participate in this 10-week time of exploring the 

basics of the Christian Faith. That exploration begins with the  

question: ñWho is Jesus?ò 

 

All of this has inspired me to prepare a Sunday Message and Sunday 

Adventure Class series to reflect on those significant ñI Amò sayings 

of Jesus.  Some of these we will observe are:  I Am the Door; I am the 

Bread of Life; I Am the Way, Truth, and Life; I am the Resurrection;  

I am the Alpha and Omega. 

 

So grab the paper, pencil, crayons and oil paints of your mind as we 

begin. 

 

                                                                                  -Pastor Scott 
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818 Vermont Street  

Quincy, IL 62301  
 
217-222 -7468  
 
www.vsumc.org 
 

Sunday Schedule : 

Worship Services:  
   9 AM classic  
 11 am Contemporary  
Sunday School:  10 am  



Vermont Street UMC Staff  

Scott Grulke, Pastor 

Tony Gongaware, Youth Director 

W. Kirby Eber, Organist 

Nicole Conetzkey, Chancel Choir Director 

Stacy Taylor, Connection Director 

Jean Murray, Bell Choir Director 

Stacie Spradlin, Children's Choir Dir. 

Hope Tucker,  Sec./Admin. Asst. 

Jerry Carnivale, Business Manager 

 Al Jones, Custodian 

Tanya Beth, Preschool Director 

Laurie Meulemans, Momôs Day Out Dir. 

Jean Barnes, Nursery Staff 

REMINDERS FOR FEBRUARY   
Ushers: Tony Crane, Tim Dennis, 
Charles Menke, Loren Wallace,  
Terry Priepot, Marvin Kerber 

 
Gathering Place Volunteers: 
February 5:  Bob & Joyce McDonough 
February 12: Carl & Charlotte Rylander 
February 19:  Blaine & Cindy Strock 
February 26:  Bruce & Shirley Tode 
 
Sunday Stewards: 
February 5:   Eric Larson 
February 12: Paul Mugerditchian 
February 19: Hal Oakley 
February 26: Gary Taylor 
 
Greeters:   

February 5: (9:00) Bill & Deb 
Henry, Greta Read, Lois Acker 
(11:00) Gary Livesay &  
Valerie Vlahakis 
February 12: (9:00) Chick & 
Diane Sloan, Jay & Linda Sade 
(11:00) Jim & Karen Weede 
February 19: (9:00) Jerry & 
Glenda Faber, Loretta Hyslop, 
Bill Heaton 
(11:00) Don & Carole Larson 
February 26: (9:00)Brett & Debbie 
Gorman, Phil & Rebecca Germann 
(11:00) Kirk & Karen Buckwalter 
and family 
 

Communion Stewards  
Feb. 5: (9:00) John & Cathy Staff 
(11:00) Bill & Elaine Weinberg 

 
Please notify the church office with 

any changes in address, phone or  

e-mail. Call 222-7468 or e -mail 

vsumc@adams.net 
 

Next Views schedule: 

Views deadline:  February 22 

Views mailed:  February 29 

YOUTH NEWS  
Tony Gongaware,  
Youth Director  

vsumcyouth@gmail.com 
                          
Every Sunday, 10 - 11 a.m.  
Sunday School in the Loft.   
 
February Schedule  

5 ð Alpha: Why Should I Pray?  

10- 12 - Youth Retreat in Jacksonville, IL  

12 ð Alpha: Why Should I Read The Bible?  

19 ð Alpha: How Does God Guide Us? 

24- 25 -  30-Hour Famine Lock-in 

26 ð No Youth Group  

 

 In Matthew 16 Jesus asks the disciples, "Who do you say 

that I am?" Have you ever taken a moment to think on that 

question? What if Jesus (or even a friend) came to you and 

asked the same question. How would you answer? It is so easy 

to get into the routine of 'doing church' that I think we often 

don't stop to ask some of the most basic questions.  

 

 So this month, as we celebrate Valentine's Day and give  

little gifts and notes to the ones we love, let's take some time 

to think about our relationship with Jesus. Have you fallen in 

love with Him? My prayer for February is that you rediscover 

(or maybe begin for the first time) an intimate relationship 

with the God who loves you beyond your wildest imagination.  
                 
                                                                                  - Tony 
 

December Budget Fund Report  

Beginning Balance ......... $24,964.36 
Income ............................ $69,215.94 
Expenses ......................... $55,016.89 
Ending Balanceé ........ $39,163.41 

Dec 24 5 pm: 215  

Dec 24 10:30pm: 194  

Dec 25 10 am: 180  

 9 am 11 am Total 

Jan 1 101 65 166 

Jan 8 181 104 285 

Jan 15 151 83 234 

Jan 22 185 85 270 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  
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L ove puts the fun in 

together, the sad in 

apart, and the joy  

in a heart.    

~Author Unknown  



AMONG OUR FOLKS 

¦Notes of Thanks  
·Thank you so much for the   
Christmas gifts donated to our  
Santa Express program, including 
police car, puzzles, remote control 
boat, baby doll, etc.  The Chaddock 
staff and children will not forget 
your kindness and we thank you for 
being a vital part of our mission to 
offer hope and healing for these 
children.  May God bless all of you. 
                                 - Chaddock 
 

·We want to thank the Communion 
Stewards for volunteering their 
time and service these past few 
years.  The preparation of the 
Lordôs Supper is an important part 
of our worship services.  Gary & 
Melissa Penn are the new        
Communion Chairmen and they 
will need your help in this valuable 
service. 
                     - Don & Pat Smith 

·We would like to express our 
thanks for the beautiful service,  the 
delicious meal and the support   
afforded us during the death of our 
mother.  Your deeds are a tribute to 
both her and our entire family.  
God bless you all, 
         - Linda Groves, Rick Selvy,  
       and the family of Nancy Selvy 
 
·The Agape SS Class thanks you 
for the nice gifts of winter wear for 
our Mitten Tree. The smaller items 
were delivered to Ellington School. 
The medium-sized items were   
given to Baldwin.  A mix of adult 
and kidôs items were taken to     
Madonna House. Thanks for    
making a difference in someoneôs 
life.         - Karen & Clif Weisinger 
 
·The family of Pastor Scott 
Swigart would like to thank you  
for your generous monetary        
donation.  So many wonderful   
people l ike yourself have           
contributed to the monetary efforts, 
which will be used to help our  
family with medical expenses.  
Your contribution is greatly        
appreciated.   
        - Mary Beth Swigart & family 

·What a wonderful comfort it has 
been to have the love and support 
of our Vermont Street family.   The 
many ways you have found to "be 
there" for us have made the last few 
weeks bearable.   Thank you so 
much.        - Suzi and Paul Duker 
 
·Thank you for giving faithfully 
100% to the apportionment       
covenant in 2010.  ñ...because of 
this the Lord your God will bless 
you in all your work and in every-
thing you put your hand to.ò     
Deuteronomy 15:10 
            - Bishop Gregory V. Palmer 
 

¦Congratulations!  
·Emely (Hernandez-Jones) and  
Jason Hayth were married on     
December 13, 2011. 

 

ALPHA WILL 

NOT MEET ON  

SUNDAY,  

FEBRUARY 26. 
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             UMW NEWS  
 
2011 UMW Woman of the Year - Joyce McDonough  
  
Welcome to our new 2012 UMW officers and 
thanks for being willing to serve.  I am serving as 
your President this year, so please feel free to 
ask questions or make suggestions.  I am looking 
forward to hearing from you.  Our other officers 
are: Darlene Kerber, Program Chairman; Elaine 
Weinberg, Loretta Hyslop and Linda Sade, Vice 
Presidents in charge of Receptions; Sue 
Altheide, Secretary; and Loretta Hyslop, 
Treasurer.  In addition, there are many more who 
are serving as committee chairwomen.  We have 
a year full of activities and programs planned and 
hope you can be there and be a part of it.  We 
would love to involve you in our purpose to know 
God, to develop supportive fellowships with one 
another, and to participate in the ministries of the 
church.                        Love and blessings,  
                                 Diane Sloan, 224-1141 
 
RUMMAGE SALE:   Our annual rummage sale 
will be March 31.  Check your closet now for 
items that you no longer need.  Items may be 
brought in beginning March 27.  Large items can 
be picked up if needed.  Call Linda Sade at  
223-8159 or Bonnie Ranson at 224-1658. 

ALPHA COURSE:   UMW will be serving 4 of the 
Alpha Course meals on Sunday nights and we 
need everyoneôs help.  Check the calendar below 
to see when your Fellowship is scheduled. 
 
The 2012 UMW Directories have been completed 
and may be picked up at your next Fellowship 
meeting.  At-Large Members may pick up their 
booklet in the Gathering Place.                                  
 
        
 

UMW Calendar  
 
2/3  1 PM CWU meeting, Café Vermont 
2/5  5:30 PM Deborah Ruth, Alpha meal 
2/7  9-11 AM Bazaar Workshop 
2/8  9:30 AM UMW Board meeting, Library 
2/12 5:30 PM Mary Martha, Alpha meal 
2/22 9:30 AM Mary Martha Fellowship 
2/23 9:30 AM Deborah Ruth Fellowship 
2/28 7 PM Dolphine Fellowship  
3/11 5:30 PM Dolphine, Alpha meal 
4/1  5:30 PM Executive Board & At-Large  
   members, Alpha meal 
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 Over the last Thanksgiving weekend, 
Sherry and I went to the St. Louis Edward 
Jones Dome where her son was coaching his 
Kansas City -area high school football team in 
the state championship game. (They won state 
by the way.) Arriving a couple hours before the 
game, we took the exit off the interstate and 
ended up coming north on 9 th  Street. Near the 
Dome we saw a parking lot with an upper 
middle -aged man at the edge of the lot near 
the street with a small flag trying to wave 
drivers into the lot. The sign said $5. I figured 
$5 wasnõt bad for parking a block away. We 
circled the block and came back. Pulling into 
the lot, the attendant approached as he waved 
more traffic in to park. I rolled the window 
down, gave him the $5; he gave me a green tag 
to place in my window. We had a few minutes 
to spare before meeting others in the nearby 
hotel, so I got out and started a little small 
talk. There was light rain falling. The lot 
attendant yelled over to a second attendant, 
òThe Lord will provideó he said. Out of the 
little shack came a second attendant, shorter 
and wider than the first, carrying a pair of 
black shoes. The first attendant said, òThrow 
them away. Throw them in the trash.ó Rather 
hesitatingly, the second attendant stopped, 
held up the shoes, looked at them, and then 
turned around slowly and approached the 
trash can. The elder attendant repeated, 
òThrow them away.ó With that the second 
attendant dropped the shoes in the trash, 

shrugged his shoulders and turned back, 
approaching us again. The elder attendant 
began heading back toward the edge of the 
street. Attendant number 2 continued heading 
toward me, looking down at a new pair of 
boots, walking sort of slowly, springing up and 
down slightly as though testing them. He got 
within a few feet of me, stopped and looked up 
with a grin on his face. òGot new shoesó, he 
said. òThey look niceó, I replied. òAnd they fitó, 
he said, obviously proud of them. òAre they 
waterproof?ó I asked him. òOh, yeah. And they 
feel goodé.and warmó.  He looked at me and 
said, òThe Lord put it on his heartó (I had said 
nothing about being a Christian or a minister.) 
òThatõs wonderfuló, I said. He replied, òI work a 
lot of hours, you know. Gotta take care of my 
family. Work here and work another lot over 
there a way (he was pointing). But I use every 
dollar to try to take care of them. But he (the 
first attendant) told me, ôThe Lord will provideõ. 
And He has.ó We talked a little more about 
how he also has to take care of himself in 
order to take care of his family. He never said 
how the money came to him for his new boots, 
just that it did. And he was thankful. I was 
reminded how blessed we are. I remembered 
growing up in my family, many of whom had 
meager means, who wrapped our Christmas 
present in tissue paper, went out, got and 
cooked the old rooster for Christmas dinner 
with homemade dumplings made from that 
rooster, eggs from the hen house, and flour 
from that 50 pound bag theyõd purchased in 
town on their weekly trip. And I thought about 
today. I realized again, yes, òGod will provideó. 
                                    
                                             - Dan Brothers  

MY  

              MOVIE NIGHT  
Thursdays at 6 p.m. in Café Vermont   

January 26 -  St. Louis Worldõs Fair 1904 
Documentary (postponed from Jan. 12)  

February 2 -  Vertigo 
James Stewart stars as a detective in this  

Alfred Hitchcock classic.  
February 9 -  Abe Lincoln in Illinois 

 
February 16 -  The Philadelphia Story 

Cary Grant, James Stewart, Katharine Hepburn   
February 23 -  The Picture of Dorian Gray 

A corrupt man somehow keeps his youthful looks, 
but a painting gradually reveals his inner ugliness.   

March 1 -  Rebel Without a Cause 
A young man with a troubled past comes to a new town.  

PLEASE JOIN US ! ! ! 

NEWS ABOUT THE VIEWS  
 
In case you havenôt heard, the Views is posted to 
our website monthly.  Visit www.vsumc.org and 
scroll to the bottom of the home page; click on 
óViews Newsletterô.  You can also view past issues 
by going to the óWhatôs Going Onô section; click 
óNewsletterô.   
 
See the óThis Week & Beyondô section of the 
website for the calendar, as it is updated daily and 
is more accurate.  (The paper Views calendar is 
not posted to the website.) 
 
If you would like to help us save resources, please 
notify Hope in the church office to have your name 
removed from the paper mailing list.  An e-mail is 
sent each month notifying you when the new issue 
is posted, so make sure we have your e-mail 
address. 
 
And.....don't forget that Pastor Scott's radio spots 
are available in the óPastor's Cornerô. 

http://www.vsumc.org
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Church Council: 
Directing Pastor    Rev. Dr. Scott Grulke 
Youth Director    Tony Gongaware 
Chairperson     Jim Sours 
Recording Secretary   Elaine Sours   
Lay Leader     Clif Weisinger    
Lay Member to IGRC    Clif & Karen Weisinger 
Chair, Trustees    Chris Larson 
Chair, Finance     Blaine Strock 
Chair, Staff-Parish   Debbie Staff 
UMW President    Diane Sloan 
Education      Kathy Oakley    
Missions      Erin Fierge 
Evangelism     Leah Hanlin    
Member Care     Karen Weisinger 
Hospitality       Linda Sade 
Fun & Fellowship Comm. Fae Jones 
Youth Ministry Team   Bill Weinberg 
Puppet Ministry    Tanya Beth 
        Evie Conrad  

   At Large Members of Church Council: 

 (12)    (13)   (14) 
Don Larson  Jim Weede  Suzi Duker   
Gary Penn   Jim Sours  Alice Knight 
Kelly McElroy 
Barb Wooleyhan 
      
Preschool Rep.:  Pattie Paxton  
Momôs Day Out Rep.:  Tanya Beth 
 
Care Team 
Sebby Fierge, Jack Godley, Darlene Kerber, Jan 

Quintero, Clif Weisinger, Karen Weisinger 
 
Education Team 

Chair: Kathy Oakley 

Jessica Dedert, Kirsten Hammock, Jim & Erica 

Huneke, Kelly Larson, Priscilla McElroy, Kathy 

Oakley, Melissa Penn, Theresa Quintero, Cathy 

Staff, Kathleen Taylor 
 
Nursery Representative: Jean Barnes 

VBS: Kathleen Taylor & Theresa Quintero 

SS Superintendent: Kathleen Taylor 
 
Evangelism Team 
Chair:  Leah Hanlin 
Beth Buckley, Leah Hanlin, Vicki Hayden,  
Justin Messan, Elaine Weinberg   

Finance Committee 
Chairperson: Blaine Strock 
Pastor:   Scott Grulke 
Financial Secretary (employed): Jerry Carnivale 
Counter Coordinator:  Pat Dillon 
 
 (12)     (13)     (14) 
Maxine Paluska  Dennis Everly  Jim Stebor 
Charlotte Rylander Blaine  Strock  Pat Dillon 
           Bob Elliott 
 
Lay Leadership Development (formerly Nominations) 

 (12)     (13)    (14) 
Kathy Oakley   Marian Sorenson Bill Weinberg 
Craig Hall    Pat Dillon   Vicky Connors 
 
Memorials Committee 

Chair:  John Kissick 

 (12)     (13)    (14) 

Francis Godley  Pam Todd   Jill Babey 

Sally Williams   Tony Crane  John Kissick 
 
Missions Team 

Chair:  Erin Fierge 

 (12)     (13)    (14) 

Karen Weisinger  Marcella Ballesteros  Lollie Johnson 

Karen Weede   Barb Tripp   Deb Henry 

Erin Fierge  Lee Lindsay Curtis 
 
 
Puppet Team    Tanya Beth, Tim Beth, Evie Conrad 
 
 
Staff-Parish Relations Committee  
Chairperson: Debbie Staff 

 (12)     (13)    (14) 
Sharon Duesterhaus John Wooleyhan Bill Henry 
Mary Beth Bush  Debbie Staff  Sherry Brothers 
      Louis Quintero, Jr. Don Larson 
 
Trustees, Board of  
Chair:  Chris Larson 
Secretary: Charles Jones - ex officio 
Treasurer:  Brad Billings 
 (12)     (13)    (14) 
Susan Kissick   Chris Larson     Paul Mugerditchian 
Bruce Kruse   Charles Jones      Eugene Trautvetter 
Marvin Kerber   Julie Brink   Cathy Stebor 
 
Youth Ministries Team 
Tanya Beth, Tim Beth, Evie Conrad, Charlie Jones,  
Christie Mugerditchian, Henry Spradlin, Bill Weinberg 
 
Youth Sponsors: 
Evie Conrad, Christie Mugerditchian, Henry Spradlin, 
Kevin Watson 
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VSUMC....on radio & DVD!  
Our 9 a.m. Sunday service is broadcast LIVE 

on WGEM- AM 1440  radio.  

Also, we record both Sunday services, which 

are available on DVD. 

 
 
 
 
 

is a gathering on the first Friday of each month 
at 7 pm in Café Vermont.  Come for fellowship, 
food & fun. Bring your own refreshments and a 
snack to share if you desire.  You may bring a 

craft to work on, scrapbooking, knitting or 
sewing, or just sit and talk!  Any questions, 

contact Leah Hanlin at lkhdesign@comcast.net   
or 217 -653 -9211.  

Food Pantry Day  
The first Sunday of the 
month is Salvation Army 
food pantry day.  Please  
remember to bring your 
nonperishable food items 
and paper products with 
you when you come to 
church on Sunday,   
February 5. 

Waiting to Blossom  
 A song called òThe Roseó (written by 
Amanda McBroom and made popular by 
Bette Midler) encourages listeners to 
keep the faith, even when the source of 
our hope isnõt visible. 
 In the depths of winter, we 
especially need the reminder that 
beneath mounds of snow lie seeds 
already being prepared to burst forth 
òwith the sunõs loveó into springtime 
flowers.  
 When you are in the cold depths of 
despair, grief, illness or other struggles, 
remember the deeply buried seed.  
Beyond your view, Godõs love is already 
tending that seed, readying it to 
blossom into healing, new friendship, joy 
and life.  

mailto:lkhdesign@comcast.net

