Youth Mission Trip 2012
June 17-23 in Chicago, IL
Adventures in Mission (AIM)

Trip Description

The "Windy City" sitting on the shore of Lake Michigan, the third largest city in America, over two hundred ethnicities represented...AIDS, Homelessness, Substances, and Temptations...
There's a job waiting to be done.  People are waiting to be known. God is moving in Chicago and is calling a generation to "GO!" Spend six days serving the people of Chicago. Meet people with stories to share and take a second to listen...
LEAD children through a summer's worth of adventure and discovery
SERVE in meaningful ministry with local partners doing what we must to make them successful.
We're using twenty two years of experience to discover ministry partners old and new that will get your group in the trenches.  We are scouting the best opportunities for them to see face to face with children, the elderly, the outcast, the homeless, teenagers, addicts, and orphans.

Details
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Cost: Each participant is required to pay $300, which covers the registration fee through AIM. All other costs will be covered through various fund raisers. Payment details at end of packet.

Transportation: We will be traveling to and from Chicago in rented 12 and/or 15 passenger vans. The plan will be to leave after the 9 a.m. service on Sunday, June 17th. We will arrive in the evening to check in with our Adventures in Mission Project Director. The estimated drive time is six (6) hours. The return trip will be on the following Saturday June 23th and we will plan on arriving back in Quincy in the evening.

Typical Day:  While each of the individual days may vary a little in schedule, this is a general guideline that Group has laid out for us to expect while in Chicago. 
7:30 am - Wake-up
8:00 am - Breakfast
8:45 am - Devotions
9:15 am - Corporate prayer
10:00 am – On-site ministry
4:00 pm - Depart ministry sites
6:00 pm - Dinner
7:30 pm - Team debrief
8:00 pm - Evening worship
9:30 pm - Free time
10:00 pm - Lights out

Food: While on site, all  meals will be provided by AIM. Meals will consist of continental breakfasts, sack lunches, and hot dinners. 

Lodging: We will be staying at a local church in the city. The sleeping arrangements will be on the floor, so bring a single size air mattress. Showers will be available at the facility. The facilities may or may not be air-conditioned, so plan accordingly. You might want to bring a small fan. 


A Message for Parents from AIM
Your son or daughter is considering missions and that either excites or worries you. We believe that their desire to serve God through missions means you’ve done well as a parent. We’d love partner with you in guiding your children into adulthood. 

As we prepare, teach and shepherd your children, we count your trust as sacred. We both want your young people to be strongly challenged, thoroughly trained, carefully watched over, and unconditionally loved. In the end, we both want the very best for them as they seek to love God with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength.

FAQ’s
Q: What security measures are taken?
A: While on the trip, participants are not permitted without a leader; each project leader is instructed to keep safety first. We strive to ensure safety on all of our trips. Please be in prayer for your team's safety while on the on the mission field.
Q: How do I contact my teenager in the case of an emergency?
A: We encourage you to contact your teen's group leader directly using their emergency contact information. You may also call AIM at 1-888-265-2404 in the event of an emergency. This number will connect you with an AIM representative who will contact our site staff. Please use this phone number for emergencies only.
Q: Who are the project leaders?
A: All AIM project leaders are adults over the age of 23 who have participated in our project leader training. We perform background checks on all leaders prior to their acceptance. AIM project leaders have a heart for missions and are ready to serve!

Trip Participation Requirements

The annual mission trip is an awesome experience and opportunity for both the students. It is a chance to get away from their normal routine and take part in a time of great spiritual development. While the trip is meant to a fun time for those who participate, that is not the main goal. These trips are designed to be a time of ministry and learning while growing closer together as a group. It is important that as a whole group we have this understanding. With that being said, the Youth Committee has decided on a few requirements for the students in order to participate in this year’s mission trip. To join the group for the trip this summer, the students must:
1. Attend 60% of all youth group events (Sunday school, youth group, retreats)
2. Participate in 3 local mission projects
3. Make a personal contribution of $25 to the trip
We feel that these requirements are easily achievable, but will go a long way in getting the kids to take on ownership of the trip and get them to thinking about mission opportunities here locally while preparing to go out to the surrounding world and make an impact for God’s Kingdom. 




Mission Trip Payment Schedule
1st Payment: $100 by March 31st 
2nd Payment: $100 by April 30th 
3rd Payment: $100 by June 4th 


Things to Pack:
· Clothes for the week (NO laundry facilities)
· Closed-toed shoes for work sites
· Bible 
· Personal toiletries: (pack liquids in plastic bags) 
· Soap/deodorant/ shampoo/toothbrush/ toothpaste/etc. 
· Towels & washcloths 
· Showering shoes (flip flops)
· Sleeping bag/pillow 
· Water bottle
· Work gloves 
· Rain gear 
· Light jacket 
· Hat 
· Sunscreen
Optional items: 
· Songs, musical instruments 
· Devotional material 
· Flashlight 
· Pen and paper  (Journals will be provided)

Things NOT to pack: 
· Cell Phones
· Headphones (Ipods allowed for group listening)
· Portable Electronics (i.e. – video games)
· Jewelry/ valuables

To assist in packing, remember that the priority is portability and packability, NOT COMFORT.  You are packing for a mission trip, not a vacation. If you have to ask yourself “I wonder if I need this?” the answer is probably no.
